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PRINCIPAL’S INTRODUCTION 

As we approach the end of Key Stage 3, the time has come for Year 10 pupils to choose the subjects they wish to 

study for GCSE. 

Antrim Grammar School aims to provide a broad and balanced curriculum, which meets the requirements of the 

Northern Ireland Curriculum but, most importantly, addresses the needs and aspirations of our pupils. 

This booklet provides details of each of the KS4 subjects on offer together with information about the choices 

available and the way in which different subjects are made available to pupils. Pupils should ensure that they choose 

subjects suited to their particular career path and equally those in which they are most likely to succeed.  

In addition, it is strongly recommended that pupils choose at least one Science option, one Modern Language and 

one Humanities subject (English Literature, Geography, History or Religious Studies).  

If you have any further queries, please do not hesitate to contact Mrs S Rayot, VP Curriculum, through the School 

Office. 

 

 

Mr M T Wilson 

Principal 
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GCSE Overview 

It is expected that all students follow a pathway of 9 subjects, with GCSE English and GCSE Mathematics compulsory 

options. The following subjects are offered as part of the GCSE Curriculum at Antrim Grammar School. 

Creative and Practical STEM Humanities 

Art and Design 

Music 

Drama 

Moving Image Arts 

BTEC Sport 

 

All Sciences  

Mathematics 

Further Mathematics 

Design and Technology 

Engineering  

Business Communication Systems  

Computer Science 

Food and Nutrition 

 

English Language 

English Literature 

Religious Studies 

History 

Geography 

Business Studies 

French 

Spanish 

 

 

For all subjects there will be a critical input from Subject Leaders based on the pupil’s aptitude and performance in 

Year 10 and performance throughout KS3. In addition, some subjects have criteria which must be met in order to 

study the subject. Such criteria are listed at the bottom of the applicable sections. Subject information in this 

booklet is provisional – specifications may be subject to review. 

 

The timetable is created based on the choices pupils make therefore pupil choice (including reserves) in order of 

preference is key to the whole process. It is essential that pupils think carefully and select the subjects they believe to 

be their final choices. We will endeavour to timetable all choices, however, some combinations of subjects will not be 

possible.The number of groups we can offer in each subject will depend on available resources, staff and rooms. 

Every effort will be made to allocate first choices however, students must be prepared to study their reserve choices. 

Pupils and parents will be notified should this be the case. 

 

Group sizes and staffing for September are planned on the basis of choices made by the students. Please note it will 

be difficult to make changes after the deadline.  
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Art and Design (Eduqas) 

The GCSE course encourages personal, creative and imaginative approaches to Art and Design and follows a natural 
progression from Key Stage 3.  In addition to class teaching, GCSE artists are offered exhibition visits and after school 
sessions. You will be taught practical skills in Photography, textiles, drawing, painting, print-making, ceramics and 
mixed media alongside investigating and engaging with the Creative and Cultural Industries to inspire and develop 
your work and help refine your technical and creative skills.   

Unit Assessment Overview Unit Overview 

Unit 1 

Exploratory 

Portfolio  

Medium level controlled 

coursework 

 

Length 1.5 years 

Weighting 60% 

A range of 2D/3D work in a variety of media based on 

a theme of your choice. 

Work is completed in class and as homework in both 

years of the course. All class time is counted as 

medium level controlled assessment and a certain 

amount of work must be done during this time. 

This includes a final outcome, which can be worked 

on outside of school as well as in class. 

Unit 2 

Externally 

Set 

Assignment 

Medium/ high level 

controlled coursework 

 

Length 4 months 

Weighting  40% 

This is basically another project completed in 

class/homework in the Year 12 Spring term; the 

theme is set by the examining board. You must 

complete a minimum of 20 hours of preparatory 

work. 

Your teacher will work closely with you to help you 

prepare for the examination. 

In the final timed 10 hour examination you must 

create a final outcome from start to finish within that 

time. This remains in school at all times. 

Overall 

Course 

 Your final mark is based on ALL the work completed 

over two years of the course, which will be marked by 

the teacher and moderated by an external moderator 

at the end of Year 12. 

 

Criteria    

Pupil performance in Year 10 tests and performance throughout KS3 will be used to determine suitability for GCSE 
Art.  Year averages will be used as a measure in addition to the teacher’s professional opinion. A passion and 
enthusiasm for the subject, together with a consistent work ethic is essential. 

 

Additional Information    

With a grade 7, 8 or 9 in GCSE Art, students can progress to A Level in school before attending the many creative 

courses at universities across the country. 

Further information on the GCSE  course can be found here: ​
https://www.eduqas.co.uk/media/ozvlit0g/eduqas-gcse-art-and-design-spec-from-2016-27-01-2020.pdf  
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Business Communication Systems (CCEA) 

Business and Communication Systems enables pupils to develop valuable ICT skills and gain a practical introduction 
to the business world, exploring the changing role of digital technology in business today. Pupils study file 
management and applications software such as word processing, spreadsheets, databases, web authoring, web 
browsing, email and presentation software. They also learn about types of business, recruitment, selection, training, 
marketing, the role of stakeholders and customers, and how best to communicate a message. Pupils then have an 
opportunity to connect all they have learned to plan and develop a digital solution for a business. A qualification in 
Business and Communication Systems could lead to further study or a career in an area of business, digital 
technology or ICT. 

Unit Assessment Overview Unit Overview 

Unit 1 

Software 

Applications for 

Business  

On-screen Examination 

 

2 hours 

40% of qualification 

 

This component investigates how software 

applications play a vital role in business. Pupils 

learn about relevant functions in software 

applications, develop their skills in using them in 

business contexts and learn about standard ways 

of working and best practice approaches.   

Unit 2 

The Business 

Environment 

Written Examination 

1 hour 

35% of qualification 

Pupils learn about recruitment, selection, training 

and marketing as well as the implications of 

digital technology for business. Pupils consider 

different roles, including stakeholders and 

customers and look at all these factors in the 

context of the changing nature of business today. 

Unit 3 

Developing Digital 

Solutions 

Controlled Assessment 

20 hours 

25% of qualification 

This component requires pupils to use the skills 

they have developed in Units 1 and 2 to plan and 

develop a digital solution for a business. This unit 

is synoptic and tests pupils’ understanding of the 

connections between the different elements of 

the subject. 

 

Criteria 
There are no specific criteria required for entrance to Business Communication Systems. However, an ability to 

answer short paragraph questions and an interest in software applications will be advantageous. 

 

Additional Information  

This course provides a solid foundation for access to BTEC Information Technology Level 3 which is available as an 

option in Sixth Form.  

Further information on the course can be found here:  

https://ccea.org.uk/key-stage-4/gcse/subjects/gcse-business-and-communication-systems-2017  
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Business Studies (CCEA) 

Business Studies is a comprehensive course covering all aspects of the business world both internally and externally. 
This gives the student a good foundation on which to base further study at A-level. 
 

Unit Assessment Overview Unit Overview 

Unit 1 

Starting a 

Business 

Written 

Examination 

 

1 hour 30 mins 

40% of qualification 

Creating a Business 

Marketing 

Business Operations 

Unit 2 

Developing a 

Business 

Written 

Examination 

 

1 hour 30 mins 

40% of qualification 

Human Resources 

Business Growth 

Finance 

Unit 3 

Planning a 

Business 

(synoptic) 

Controlled 

Assessment 

 

20% of qualification 

Business plan 

Students complete the following: 

Booklet A: Planning 

Booklet B: Communicate findings 

 

Criteria 
There are no specific criteria required for entrance to Business Studies. However, an ability to perform simple 

calculations and answer short paragraph questions are necessities.  

 

Additional Information  

With a focus on helping you to become a good decision maker, you’ll learn essential managerial skills, alongside 

techniques to help you become an analytical problem solver. These skills are highly sought after and valued in a wide 

range of careers. If you’d like to study business, finance or management at university, GCSE Business Studies provides 

an excellent foundation. The skills you learn are transferable across a broad range of subjects and careers. 

Further information on the course can be found here:  

https://ccea.org.uk/key-stage-4/gcse/subjects/gcse-business-studies-2017  
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Computer Science (Eduqas) 

Computer Science enables pupils to develop a broad range of skills in the areas of programming, system 
development, computer architecture, data, communication and applications. The course encourages pupils to 
understand and apply the fundamental principles and concepts of computer science, analyse problems in 
computational terms through practical experience of solving such problems and think creatively, innovatively, 
analytically, logically and critically. 

Units of Assessment 

Unit Assessment Overview Unit Overview 

Unit 1 

Understanding 

Computer Science  

Written examination 

1 hour 45 minutes 

50% of qualification 

This component investigates hardware, logical 

operations, communication, data representation 

and data types, operating systems, principles of 

programming, software engineering, program 

construction, security, authentication and data 

management and the impacts of digital 

technology on wider society as well as algorithms 

and programming constructs. 

Unit 2 

Computer 

Programming 

On-screen examination 

2 hours 

50% of qualification 

This component investigates problem solving, 

programming languages, data structures and data 

types, program design, implementation and 

testing. Pupils are required to produce a 

programmed solution to a set task which will then 

be the basis for examination. 

 

Criteria 

A proven track record of achievement (results in assessments and examinations) in KS3 IT and Mathematics, along 

with the teacher’s professional judgement, will be used to determine entry into GCSE Computer Science. 

 

 

Additional Information  

This course provides a solid foundation for access to A Level Computer Science which is available as an option in Sixth 

Form only for those pupils studying this GCSE.  

Further information on the course can be found here: 

https://www.eduqas.co.uk/qualifications/computer-science-gcse 
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Drama (CCEA) 

The course is divided into three components. The content of each component and its respective weighting is outlined 

in the table below.  

 

Unit Assessment Overview Unit Overview 

Unit 1 

Devised 

Performance 

Controlled Assessment 

25% of qualification 

 

In response to a stimulus, students either: 

-  devise and present a group performance; or 

-  devise and give a design presentation 

All students submit a written student log 

Teachers submit a recording of every student’s 

performance or design 

Teachers mark the tasks 

CCEA moderate 

Unit 2 

Scripted 

Performance 

 

Controlled Assessment  

35% of qualification 

 

Using a published play script, students either: 

- present a group performance; or 

- devise and give a design presentation 

Teachers mark the tasks 

CCEA moderate 

Unit 3 

Knowledge and 

Understanding of 

Drama 

External Examination 

Length: 1 hour 30mins 

40% of qualification 

Students answer three questions using one set 

text 

Open book 

 

 

Criteria 
Pupils should have a keen interest in Drama and ideally be attending extra-curricular Drama. They must be prepared 

to stay after school to complete rehearsals in the lead up to important practical assessments. 

 

Additional Information  
For further information on the specification go to:  

https://ccea.org.uk/key-stage-4/gcse/subjects/gcse-drama-2017  
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Engineering (CCEA) 

This GCSE has been designed to provide a broad educational basis for further training, further education or for 
moving into employment within the engineering industry. The course structure provides a natural progression into A 
Level Technology Product Design. The course provides students with a core knowledge and understanding of the 
engineering and manufacturing industries and develops key computer aided design and technical skills. Although 
designing is a core activity within the subject, there is a particular focus on precision manufacturing, working to 
tolerances and using mathematical skills.  

Unit Assessment Overview Unit Overview 

Unit 1 

Design 

Controlled Assessment 

Length 20 hours 

25% of qualification 

Students follow a Design Brief and Specification 

to design an engineered product using various 

drawing techniques including CAD. 

Unit 2 

Production 

Practical Examination 

Length 3 hours 

25% of qualification 

Students use Engineering Drawings and 

Production Plan to manufacture an engineered 

product from a range of materials under 

examination conditions. 

Unit 3 

Materials, 

Processes and 

Systems  

External Examination 

Length 2 hours 

50% of qualification 

The paper is divided into two sections. Section A 

is based on pre-released materials, testing the 

students’ research and analysis skills on a 

particular product. Section B tests the students’ 

knowledge of Engineering and Manufacturing. 

 

Criteria 
Entrance onto the course is dependent on successful completion of Key Stage 3 Design and Technology and having a 

good track record of attendance, working independently and submitting homework and assignments on time. 

 

Additional Information  

The course is skills based, with the students spending much of their time in class developing their design and 

manufacturing skills in order to complete Units 1 and 2 successfully. The theory necessary to complete Unit 3 will 

largely be delivered through practical project work and online content. The course is obviously useful to students 

considering a career in the engineering disciplines, product design or other creative industries such as theatre design 

and 3D design. 

Further details can be found at 

https://ccea.org.uk/key-stage-4/gcse/subjects/gcse-engineering-and-manufacturing-2017  
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English Language (CCEA) 

This course aims to develop students as independent learners, with the ability to communicate with others 

confidently, precisely and appropriately in both written and spoken forms.  This study helps facilitate the study of 

English Literature and related subjects at a more advanced level.  

 

Unit Assessment Overview Unit Overview 

Unit 1 

Writing for Purpose and 

Audience & Reading to 

access Non-Fiction and 

Media Texts 

External Written 

Examination 

 

Length: 1 hour 45 

minutes 

 

30% of qualification 

Section A - Writing for Purpose and 

Audience (one task) 

Section B - Reading to access Non-Fiction 

and Media Texts (4 tasks, two on each of 

the texts) 

Unit 2 

Speaking and Listening 

Controlled 

Assessment 

 

20% of qualification 

Task 1 - Individual Presentation and 

Interaction 

Task 2 - Discussion 

Task 3 - Role Play 

Unit 3 

Studying Spoken and 

Written Language 

Controlled 

Assessment 

 

20% of qualification 

 

Task 1 - The Study of Spoken Language (1 

hour) 

Task 2 - The Study of Written Language (1 

hour) 

Unit 4 

Personal or Creative 

Writing & Reading Literary 

and Non-Fiction Texts 

External Written 

examination 

Time: 1 hour 45 

minutes 

30% of qualification 

Section A - Personal or Creative Writing 

Section B - Reading Literary and 

Non-Fiction Texts  

 

 

 

Additional Information: Further information on the course can be found here: ​
https://ccea.org.uk/key-stage-4/gcse/subjects/gcse-english-language-2017 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Aspire Grow Succeed ​ ​ Page | 11  

https://ccea.org.uk/key-stage-4/gcse/subjects/gcse-english-language-2017


 

English Literature (CCEA) 

The course covers the three genres in English Literature and is especially attractive to those with analytical, enquiring 
minds. It builds skills in analysis, logic, argument, language advancement and an in depth understanding of history 
and philosophy through literature.  

It is especially helpful to those students who wish to study Modern Foreign Languages at GCSE and GCE or for Further 
Education in a study of Law, Politics, Business, etc. 

Unit Assessment Overview Unit Overview 

Unit 1 

The Study of Prose 

External Examination 

 

Length:1 hour 45 

minutes 

 

30% of qualification 

The Study of Prose:  

Section A: Novel (closed book) 

Section B: Unseen Prose 

Unit 2 

The Study of 

Drama & Poetry: 

External Examination  

Length: 2 hours 

50% of qualification 

The Study of Drama & Poetry: 

Section A: Drama (open book) 

Section B:  Poetry (open book) 

Unit 3 

The Study of 

Shakespeare 

Controlled Assessment 

Length: 2 hours 

20% of qualification 

The Study of Shakespeare: 

One extended writing task based on a theme. 

 

Additional Information  

English Literature helps facilitate the study of related literary and humanities subjects at more advanced levels. This 

subject is accepted by all universities as it is a rigorous academic study, proving flexibility of mind and versatile 

thinking in students. 

 

Jobs related to this Study 

These include: Barrister, Solicitor, Marketing, Editor, Sales and Advertising, Copy-Writing, Public Relations, Journalism, 
Author/Writer, Animation, Librarian, Design, Public Speaking, Teaching, Curator, TV producer and there are many 
more. 
 
Further information on the course can be found here: ​
https://ccea.org.uk/key-stage-4/gcse/subjects/gcse-english-literature-2017 
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Food and Nutrition (CCEA) 

Food and Nutrition aims to encourage students to develop an interest in the nutritional content of foods and how to 
meet the specific nutritional and dietary needs of different groups of people. To do this, you will modify recipes, and 
plan, prepare and cook dishes that reflect current government nutritional guidelines. You will also study how to be an 
effective consumer in relation to food choice, food safety and managing resources. 

Unit Assessment Overview Unit Overview 

Unit 1: 

Food and 

Nutrition. 

External written 

examination 

 

Length- 2 hours 

 

The paper includes 

multiple-choice, short 

and structured 

questions requiring 

extended writing. 

 

50% of qualification 

 

 

●​ Food provenance – where  food comes from 
●​ Food processing and production 
●​ Food and nutrition for good health: the 

Eatwell Guide and 8 Tips for Eating Well 
●​ Energy and nutrients 
●​ Macronutrients – functions and sources of 

proteins, fats and carbohydrates 
●​ Micronutrients – functions and sources of 

vitamins and minerals 
●​ Fibre and water 
●​ Nutritional and dietary needs of groups, e.g. 

pregnancy, sports people and older people 
●​ Priority health issues, e.g. CVD & Anaemia 
●​ Being an effective consumer when shopping 

for food 
●​ Factors affecting food choice 
●​ Food safety – bacteria and preventing 

foodborne illness 
●​ Resource management 
●​ Food preparation, cooking and presentation 

skills 
Unit 2 

Practical Food 

and Nutrition 

Controlled Assessment 

to include written and 

accompanying   

practical examination.  

 

 

Marked internally and 

then moderated 

externally. 

 

Length- 50 hours  

 

Weighting- 50% 

New title issued by CCEA annually at the start of Year 12 

Controlled Assessment: 4000 words document and a 
3 hour practical exam. Student chooses dishes that 
reflect the title given by CCEA and then complete the 
following: 

Section A: Research and Viewpoints (on the group 
identified in the title) 

Section B: Justification of Choice to include 
nutritional analysis of each dish per person 

Section C: Planning (includes ingredients list, 
equipment list, shopping list, 3 hour time-plan and 
costings of all of the dishes and accompaniments) 

Section D: 3 hour practical examination involving the 
independent preparation, cooking, serving & 
presentation of starter, main course, dessert and 
their accompaniments 

Section E: Evaluation of all of the above 

 

Criteria 
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Pupils should have a very keen interest in both the academic subject content of the course and in the cookery 

practical. They must be prepared to commit time outside of school and at home, to develop their practical skills in 

both Years 11 and 12. It will be necessary to purchase all of the ingredients/items for practical cookery lessons and 

suitable equipment to transport their dishes home, in order to ensure they travel safely without being damaged. 

Parents can opt to pay a set fee to the school at the beginning of Year 11 and again in Year 12; the HE department will 

then supply pupils with their ingredients to cook with. Alternatively, pupils can bring their own ingredients according 

to the school recipe book, however, these must be fully weighed and measured before coming to their practical 

lesson as we do not have time in class to do this.  

With regards to the GCSE practical examination in October of Year 12 which accounts for 50% of their GCSE grade, 

pupils will be required to bring in their own ingredients, both for the practice and for the examination. This is 

because each pupil will be making different dishes unique to their examination. In preparation for their practical 

examination, pupils will need to carry out, at home, 2 x 3 hour slots of practice in the lead up to the examination to 

ensure they are confident with all of the methods involved on the day of their exam and to check that their time-plan 

is sufficiently detailed and dovetailed to complete the dishes on time. They also need to be prepared to allocate time 

after school to practise making their final dishes using the equipment in the department as these pieces are often 

different from those they have at home.  

Additional Information  

A wide range of careers are open to those who study Food and Nutrition, not just food. Food and Nutrition provides a 

good basis for those wishing to follow careers in Nutrition, Food Science, Medicine, Nursing, Dietetics, Teaching, Food 

Production/Industry, Environmental Health and Social Work. 

Further information on the course can be found here: ​
https://ccea.org.uk/downloads/docs/Specifications/GCSE/GCSE%20Home%20Economics%3A%20Food%20and%20

Nutrition%20%282017%29/GCSE%20Home%20Economics%3A%20Food%20and%20Nutrition%20%282017%29-spe

cification-Standard.pdf  
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Further Mathematics (CCEA) 

All those taking Further Mathematics will also be entered for the Higher level GCSE Mathematics course. The course 
covers Pure Mathematics, Mechanics and Statistics topics. Further Mathematics is a facilitating subject and it has 
been shown that pupils who study Further Mathematics perform higher in many other subjects, especially the 
sciences. The Mechanics topics are useful to those who wish to study A Level Physics and Statistics topics help pupils 
with A Level Biology and Geography.  

Further Mathematics provides a bridge between GCSE Mathematics and A level and those who are considering A 
Level Mathematics should study this course. It provides a very good basis for the A Level course and statistics show 
pupils perform better in A Level Mathematics if they have studied Further Mathematics GCSE.  

Unit Assessment Overview Unit Overview 

Unit 1 

Pure 

Mathematics 

1 External Examination 

Length: 2 hours   

50% of qualification 

Students study algebraic fractions, algebraic 

manipulation, completing the square, simultaneous 

equations, quadratic inequalities, trigonometric 

equations, differentiation, differentiation (application 

of), integration, logarithms and matrices 

Unit 2 

Mechanics 

1 External Examination 

Length: 1 hour  

25% of qualification 

Students study kinematics, vectors, forces, Newton’s 

Laws of Motion, moments 

Unit 3 

Statistics 

1 External Examination 

Length: 1 hour  

25% of qualification 

Students study central tendency and dispersion, 

probability, binomial distribution, normal 

distribution, bivariate analysis 

 

Criteria 

This course is only available to approximately the top 40% of the year group based on the Year 10 Mathematics 
Winter Examination. There is also a review after the Summer Examinations. 

 

Additional Information  
The study of Mathematics is not only exciting, but important: mathematicians have an opportunity to make a lasting 
contribution to society by helping to solve problems in such diverse fields as Medicine, Management, Finance and 
Economics, Government, Computer Science, Physics, Psychology, Engineering and Social Science. It can also help 
students progress to other studies that require mathematical knowledge and skills, for example higher level Science, 
Geography, Technology or Business. 
Further information on the course can be found here: 

https://ccea.org.uk/key-stage-4/gcse/subjects/gcse-further-mathematics-2017  
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Geography (CCEA) 

The GCSE Geography specification gives pupils an insight into how human and physical processes interact. Pupils 

develop key transferable skills, such as data handling and analysis, self-management and problem solving. Pupils’ 

learning extends beyond the classroom; they take part in fieldwork to collect primary data. They then present and 

analyse results, draw conclusions and reflect critically on the process. 

Unit 
Assessment 

Overview 
Unit Overview 

Unit 1 

Understanding 

Our Natural 

World 

External 

Examination 

 

Length: 1 hour 30 

minutes 

 

40% of GCSE 

This unit has four themes covering physical geographical 

processes and systems, and human interaction with 

them.​ Students investigate fluvial environments, 

coastal environments, the processes that shape our 

weather, and the forces that create  earthquakes and 

volcanic activity. Assessment for this unit is a written 

examination that includes both short response questions 

and extended writing questions. 

Unit 2 

Living​ in Our 

World 

External 

Examination 

 

Length: 1 hour 30 

minutes 

 

40% of GCSE 

This unit has four themes covering key aspects​ of 

human geography. Students investigate topical issues 

such as the challenges facing refugees, issues for 

innercity areas in MEDCs, and the environmental impact 

of the increasing use of resources. Assessment for this 

unit is a written examination that includes both short 

response questions and extended writing questions. 

Unit 3 

Fieldwork 

External 

Examination 

 

Length: 1hour  

 

20% of GCSE 

 

In this unit, students collect geographical data first-hand 

through fieldwork. The value of fieldwork goes beyond 

the aim of collecting primary data. Other key aspects of 

the investigative process include presenting and 

analysing results, drawing conclusions and reflecting 

critically on the process. Assessment for this unit is a 

written examination. Students must create and submit a 

word-processed fieldwork statement and table of data. 

Additional Information  

Geography helps you to make sense of the world around you. It is hands on, it is relevant and it is fun. GCSE 

Geography is, of course, valuable if you go on to study the subject at AS and A Level.                                                                           

Further information can be found here: https://ccea.org.uk/key-stage-4/gcse/subjects/gcse-geography-2017   
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History (CCEA) 

The GCSE History syllabus offers students the opportunity to study local, national and international events, while also 
developing their ability to write critically and engage analytically with contemporary evidence. Events such as the 
Belfast Blitz, opposition to Nazism and the Vietnam War are covered throughout the two-year study.  

Unit Assessment Overview Unit Overview 

Unit 1 

Paper 1 Section A: 

Modern World 

Studies in Depth: 

Life in Nazi 

Germany 1933- 

1945. 

Paper 1 Section B: 

Local Study: 

Changing 

Relations: 

Northern Ireland 

and its 

Neighbours, 

1920-1949 

External Examination 

 

Length:1 hour 45 mins 

 

 

60% of qualification 

Part A: Students focus on the impact of the Nazi 

dictatorship on people’s lives in Germany. Students 

explore the interplay of political, economic, social 

and racial forces in Germany at this time. The paper 

includes short response questions, structured 

questions and an essay question. 

Part B: Students focus on the changing relationships 

between the north and south of Ireland and Britain 

following the partition of the island of Ireland. 

Students examine the changing relationships against 

the backdrop of peace, war and neutrality. They also 

explore the significant impact of World War II on 

relations between Northern Ireland and its 

neighbours. The paper includes source-based 

questions, short response questions and an essay 

question. 

Unit 2 

Outline Study 

International 

Relations, 

1945–2003 

Assessment Method 

Length: 1 hour 15mins 

 

 

Weighting 40% 

In this unit, students focus on the significant events 

and developments associated with the Cold War and 

the new ‘war on terror’. Students learn about how 

and why conflict occurred, attempts at resolving 

tensions and how international relations have been 

affected by the Cold War and the ‘war on terror’. 

Case studies include the Berlin Wall, Vietnam War, 

Cuban Missile Crisis and events surrounding 9/11, 

among others. The paper includes source-based 

questions, structured essay questions. 

Criteria 
Students should possess a good level of written communication skills and be prepared to avail of additional reading 

provided. Examination answers will be in the form of extended answers and essays and involve significant amounts of 

factual recall, therefore a disciplined and mature approach to revision is required.  

Further information can be found here: https://ccea.org.uk/key-stage-4/gcse/subjects/gcse-history-2017 or by 
speaking to a member of the History Department. 
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Mathematics (CCEA) 

All pupils are prepared for the Higher Tier of the new CCEA GCSE two-tier specification.  This tier has two 

components, a module paper and a completion paper. There are two module papers and two completion papers 

available and pupils will be entered for the one suited to their ability. Students study number and algebra, geometry 

and measures, statistics and probability. They will be assessed on the functional elements of mathematics, which 

means they have to show how you can apply mathematical skills to questions set in a wide range of contexts. There 

will also be questions, which will assess the quality of written communication, that is, their ability to express 

solutions to questions in clear, concise and correct mathematical language – in words or symbolic form. 

Unit Assessment Overview Unit Overview 

Unit 1 

M3 or M4 

1 External Examination 

2 hours with a calculator 

45% of the qualification 

The content at GCSE is vast and varied. 

Numerous concepts from within number and 

algebra, geometry and measures, statistics and 

probability are assessed in M3 and M4   

Unit 2 

M7 or M8 

2 External Examinations 

Paper 1 is 1 hour 15 minutes 

without a calculator 

 

Paper 2 is 1 hour 15 minutes 

with a calculator 

 

55% of the qualification 

Again numerous concepts from within number 

and algebra, geometry and measures, statistics 

and probability are assessed in M7 and M8. 

There are distinct topics to be learnt for each 

unit however knowledge of M3 and M4 is 

assumed when completing M7 or M8 

respectively 

 

 

Additional Information  

The study of Mathematics is not only exciting, but important: mathematicians have an opportunity to make a lasting 

contribution to society by helping to solve problems in such diverse fields as Medicine, Management, Finance and 

Economics, Government, Computer Science, Physics, Psychology, Engineering and Social Science. It can also help 

students progress to other studies that require mathematical knowledge and skills, for example higher level Science, 

Geography, Technology or Business. 

Further information on the course can be found here: ​
https://ccea.org.uk/key-stage-4/gcse/subjects/gcse-mathematics-2017  
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Modern Languages - French (CCEA) 

The GCSE French course very much builds on the foundation students have acquired at KS3. They will already be 
familiar with most of the topics and grammar covered. These skills and knowledge are consolidated and extended 
and the students’ confidence is developed over the two year GCSE course. 

The topics covered in the course are: 
Context for Learning 1: Identity, Lifestyle and Culture; 
Context for Learning 2: Local, National, International and Global Areas of Interest; 
Context for Learning 3: School Life, Studies and the World of Work. 
 

Unit Assessment Overview Unit Overview 

Unit 1 

Listening 

External Examination 

Foundation Tier: 35 mins 

Higher Tier: 45 mins 

25% of qualification 

Students answer 12 questions based on 

listening to stimulus material in French. 

Unit 2 

Speaking 

External Examination 

7 - 10 mins 

25% of qualification 

Two role plays and a general conversation, 

conducted by the teacher and marked by 

CCEA. 

Unit 3 

Reading 

External Examination 

Foundation Tier: 50 mins 

Higher Tier: 60 mins 

25% of qualification 

Students answer 12 questions based on 

reading stimulus material in French. 

Unit 4 

Writing 

External Examination 

Foundation Tier: 60 mins 

Higher Tier: 75 mins 

25% of qualification 

Students answer 4 questions in French 

which includes short responses, translation 

of short sentences and one structured, 

extended writing task in French from a 

choice of three. 

Criteria 
As GCSE French builds on the knowledge and skills acquired at KS3, students are expected to demonstrate that they 
have secured this foundation in their Year 10 examinations. 
Pupils are strongly advised to take account of the guidance given by their language teachers so that they study the 
language(s) most likely to provide them with success at GCSE.  
 

Additional Information  

Learning a foreign language can open up opportunities in an extremely wide range of careers. A recent CBI survey 
found that 67% of UK businesses require people with language skills. Employers value the skills developed while 
studying French: communication and organisational skills, team working skills and analytical and problem solving 
skills. 
Further details can be found at https://ccea.org.uk/key-stage-4/gcse/subjects/gcse-french-2017  
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Modern Languages – Spanish (CCEA) 

The GCSE Spanish course builds on the foundation pupils have acquired at KS3. Pupils will be familiar with most of 

the topics and some of the grammar covered. Listening, Speaking, Reading and Writing skills as well as knowledge of 

vocabulary and grammar are consolidated and extended over the two year GCSE course.  

The topics covered in the course are: 
●​ Context for Learning 1: Identity, Lifestyle and Culture; 
●​ Context for Learning 2: Local, National, International and Global Areas of Interest; 
●​ Context for Learning 3: School Life, Studies and the World of Work. 

 

Unit Assessment Overview Unit Overview 

Unit 1 

Listening 

External Examination 

Foundation Tier: 35 mins 

Higher Tier: 45 mins 

25% of qualification 

Pupils answer 12 questions based on 

listening to stimulus material in Spanish. 

Unit 2 

Speaking 

External Examination 

7 - 10 mins 

25% of qualification 

Two role plays and a general conversation, 

conducted by the teacher and marked by 

CCEA. 

Unit 3 

Reading 

External Examination 

Foundation Tier: 50 mins 

Higher Tier: 60 mins 

25% of qualification 

Pupils answer 12 questions based on 

reading stimulus material in Spanish. 

Unit 4 

Writing 

External Examination 

Foundation Tier: 60 mins 

Higher Tier: 75 mins 

25% of qualification 

Pupils answer 4 questions in Spanish which 

include short responses, translating short 

sentences into Spanish and one extended 

writing task in Spanish from a choice of 

three. 

Criteria 
As GCSE Spanish builds on the knowledge and skills acquired at KS3, pupils are expected to demonstrate that they 
have secured this foundation in their Year 10 examinations. 
Pupils are strongly advised to take account of the guidance given by their language teachers so that they study the 
language(s) most likely to provide them with success at GCSE.  
 
Additional Information  

Learning a foreign language can open up opportunities in an extremely wide range of careers. A recent CBI survey 
found that 67% of UK businesses require people with language skills. Employers value the skills developed while 
studying Spanish: communication and organisational skills, team working skills and analytical and problem solving 
skills. 
Further details can be found at https://ccea.org.uk/key-stage-4/gcse/subjects/gcse-spanish-2017  
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Moving Image Arts (CCEA) 

This is a 2 year specification with three components. Students work on a range of creative, critical and technical tasks 
at this level, including planning and creating their own moving image products. 

Unit Assessment Overview Unit Overview 

Component 1  

Critical 

Understanding 

of Creative and 

Technical Moving 

Image 

Production 

External Online  

 

Examination (1 hr 30 

mins) in June of Year 12 

 

40% of qualification 

Theory taught throughout 2 year course to include 

regular film clip analysis. 

●​ Film language areas of: camera, editing, sound, 
lighting and mise-en-scène, taught through the 
study of genre. 

●​ The characteristic elements within the different 
genres of: iconography, setting, narrative, 
characters, style and theme. 

●​ Creative Production, Management and Industry 
Contexts. 

Component 2 

Acquisition of 

Skills in Moving 

Image 

Production 

Controlled Assessment 

Sept - June Year 11 

20% of qualification 

Students develop five core practical skills of film 

production: storyboarding, camera, editing, post 

production sound and animation. Students must 

apply these core skills in four controlled assessment 

tasks. 

 

Component 3 

Planning and 

Making a Moving 

Image Product 

Controlled Assessment 

Sept - April Year 12   

40% of qualification 

Students create their own short film with associated 

material; Illustrated Research Analysis - to inform a 

creative portfolio of: storyboards, script, shot list, 

prop list and Director’s Notebook. An Evaluation of 

the final film and process is also required. 

 
Criteria 
Students do not need to have previous knowledge or experience in this subject area to fulfil the requirements of this 
specification. However, students must be willing to work hard throughout the course and need to have basic 
keyboard and word-processing skills for the online examination. An interest in film production and a sound 
foundation in English is required, as much of the course comprises of extended writing involving critical thinking and 
analytical skills.  
 

Additional Information; 

The Creative Industries are currently the fastest growing, with the Film Industry in Northern Ireland being the 

greatest source of employment opportunities.  GCSE students may progress to the A Level course in school, or 

alternative courses are available at FE colleges.  

 

Further information on the GCSE course can be found here:  

https://ccea.org.uk/key-stage-4/gcse/subjects/gcse-moving-image-arts-2017  
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Music (CCEA) 

GCSE Music is suitable for those who enjoy listening to music, composing and playing an instrument. It encourages 
students to develop their music potential by focusing on the three fundamental activities of performing, composing 
and listening. 

 

Unit Assessment Overview Unit Overview 

Unit 1 

Performing and 

Appraising 

External Examination 

Length: 9 minutes 

Weighting: 35% 

(Performances 30%, 

Discussion 5%) 

Students present one solo and one ensemble 

performance to a visiting examiner. Students then 

discuss and evaluate the performance. Discussion 

lasts approximately 3 minutes. 

Unit 2 

Composing 

Controlled Assessment 

Weighting: 30% 

Students create two compositions. One is in 

response to a pre-release stimulus and one is a 

free choice. 

Unit 3 

Listening and 

Appraising 

External Examination 

Length: 1 hr 30 mins 

Weighting: 35% 

Students answer questions consisting of 

questions based on Specific Set Works covering a 

broad range of musical styles which are studied in 

some detail and general listening (periods, styles, 

instrumentation). 

 

 

Criteria 
Practical requirements: 

●​ Pupils must be proficient in at least one instrument, having reached a minimum grade 3  standard on their 
chosen/principal instrument 

●​ All prospective pupils must possess satisfactory skills on piano  
 

Additional Information  

Pupils wishing to take this course: 

●​ Must have an understanding of basic theory in terms of reading and writing music 
●​ Must aim to enhance their performing experience by being involved in at least two of the school’s 

performing ensembles (i.e. senior choir, orchestra/wind band, and recorder ensemble). 

Further details can be found at https://ccea.org.uk/key-stage-4/gcse/subjects/gcse-music-2017  
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Religious Studies (CCEA) 
 

GCSE Religious Studies seeks to provide answers to the difficult questions we often ask in life. The course explores 

various points of view and provides students with opportunities to reflect on fundamental questions relating to belief 

and challenges them to make personal and intellectual responses to current moral and philosophical issues in the 

modern world. 

 

Unit Assessment Overview Unit Overview 

Unit 1 

An Introduction to 

Christian Ethics 

External Examination 

Length: 1 hr 30 mins  

Weighting: 50% 

This unit introduces students to ethics in the study of 

religion. Students explore: 

●​ personal and family issues including sexuality, 
marriage and divorce, 

●​ matters of life and death including euthanasia, 
abortion and capital punishment, 

●​ crime, punishment, forgiveness and restorative 
justice, 

●​ developments in bioethics including 
reproductive technologies, 

●​ contemporary issues including prejudice, 
discrimination and poverty, 

●​ modern warfare including the just war 
tradition, weapons of mass destruction and 
the human cost of war. 

Unit 2 

An Introduction to 

Philosophy of 

Religion 

External Examination 

Length: 1 hr 30 mins  

Weighting: 50% 

This unit introduces students to philosophical ideas in 

the study of religion. Students explore issues relating 

to: 

●​ The existence of God 
●​ The nature of God 
●​ The problem of evil and suffering in the world 
●​ Experiencing God 
●​ Life after Death. 

This section of the course requires pupils to explore 

these issues from religious and non-religious 

perspectives. There is a focus on Christianity, Hinduism 

and Islam in the philosophy unit of study. 

 

Criteria 

A willingness to develop an awareness of current ethical and philosophical issues relevant to society today. 

Additional Information 

Further details can be found at:  

https://ccea.org.uk/key-stage-4/gcse/subjects/gcse-religious-studies-2017 
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Single Award Science (CCEA) 
 
The specification covers a wide range of topics by both building on KS3 Science and adding some new ones. It 
consists of three written modules and a practical exam.  
 

Unit Assessment Overview Unit Overview 

Unit 1 

Biology  

External Examination. 

Foundation and Higher Tiers 

Length: 1 hour 

Weighting: 25% 

Cells, Chromosomes and Genes, Food and 

Energy, Nervous System, Co-ordination and 

control, Human Reproduction, Variation and 

Adaptation, Disease and Body Defences and 

Ecological relationship. 

Unit 2 

Chemistry 

External Examination. 

Foundation and Higher Tiers 

Length: 1 hour 

Weighting: 25% 

Acids, bases and salts; Elements, Compounds 

and Mixtures; Atomic Structure and the 

Periodic Table; Bonding; Materials; Equations 

and Formulae; Qualitative Tests; Metals; 

Rates of reaction; Organic Chemistry. 

Unit 3 

Physics 

External Examination. 

Foundation and Higher Tiers 

Length: 1 hour 

Weighting: 25% 

Electrical circuits, Household Electricity, 

Electrical generation, Energy, Heat transfer, 

Waves, Road Transport and Safety, 

Radioactivity, Earth in Space. 

Unit 4 

Practical 

Skills 

Practical skills assessment 

(Foundation/Higher Tiers) 

Length: 2 hours 

Weighting: 7.5% 

External written examination 

Foundation Tier: 1 hour 

Higher Tier. 1 hour 15 mins 

Weighting:17.5% 

Students carry out two pre-released practical 

tasks (from two of Biology, Chemistry and 

Physics) in the final year of study. 

Students answer compulsory structured 

questions that include short responses, 

extended writing and calculations all set in a 

practical context for Biology, Chemistry and 

Physics. 

Criteria 
Pupil performance in Year 10 Tests and performance throughout KS3 will be used to determine Science classes. Year 
averages will be used as a measure in addition to other statistical information and the teacher’s professional 
judgement.   
 

Additional Information  

Pupils who study this course can choose Life and Health Sciences at A level. Further information on the course can be 

found here:  https://ccea.org.uk/key-stage-4/gcse/subjects/gcse-science-single-award-2017  
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Double Award Science (CCEA) 

The course consists of seven units. 

The specification covers a wide range of topics by both building on KS3 Science and adding some new ones. It 
consists of six written modules and a practical exam. In the written examinations students answer compulsory 
structured questions that include short responses, extended writing and calculations. The practical unit, for each of 
Biology, Chemistry and Physics consists of two components, booklet A and booklet B. For each science in booklet A, 
students carry out a pre-released practical task in the final year of study and in booklet B they answer compulsory 
structured questions that include short responses, extended writing and calculations, all set in a practical context. 

Units of Assessment 

Unit Assessment Overview Unit Overview 

Unit 1 

Biology Unit B1: 

Cells, Living 

Processes and 

Biodiversity 

External written 

examination 

 

There are two tiers of 

entry, Foundation and 

Higher Tiers. 

 

Length:  1 hour 

Weighting: 11% 

In this unit, students learn about cells, 

photosynthesis, nutrition and health, enzymes, 

breathing and respiration, the nervous system 

and hormones, and ecological relationships. 

 

 

 

Unit 2 

Chemistry Unit C1: 

Structures, Trends, 

Chemical 

Reactions, 

Quantitative 

Chemistry and 

Analysis 

External written 

examination 

There are two tiers of 

entry. Foundation and 

Higher Tiers. 

Length: 1 hour 

Weighting: 11% 

In this unit, students cover atomic structure, 

bonding, structures, nanoparticles, symbols, 

formulae and equations, the Periodic Table, 

quantitative chemistry, acids, bases and salts, and 

chemical analysis. 

 

 

Unit 3 

Physics Unit P1: 

Motion, Force, 

Moments, Energy, 

Density, Kinetic 

Theory, 

Radioactivity, 

Nuclear Fission 

and Fusion 

External written 

examination 

 

There are two tiers of 

entry. Foundation and 

Higher Tiers. 

Length: 1 hour 

Weighting: 11% 

In this unit, students investigate motion, including 

its graphical treatment, forces and applications 

such as moments and pressure. Students explore 

energy and power along with density and kinetic 

theory to explain density. They investigate atomic 

and nuclear physics, including radioactivity, 

fission and fusion. 

Unit 4 External written 

examination 

In this unit, students focus on osmosis and plant 

transport, the circulatory system, reproduction, 

fertility and contraception, genome, 
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Biology Unit B2: 

Body Systems, 

Genetics, 

Microorganisms 

and Health 

There are two tiers of 

entry. Foundation and 

Higher Tiers 

 

Length: 1hr 15 mins 

Weighting: 14% 

chromosomes, genes and DNA, cell division and 

genetics, variation and selection, microorganisms, 

defence mechanisms and cancer. 

 

Unit 5 

Chemistry Unit C2: 

Further Chemical 

Reactions, Rates 

and Equilibrium, 

Calculations and 

Organic Chemistry 

External written 

examination 

There are two tiers of 

entry. Foundation and 

Higher Tiers 

Length: 1 hr 15 mins 

Weighting: 14% 

In this unit, students cover the reactivity series of 

metals, redox reactions, rates of reaction, 

equilibrium, organic chemistry, quantitative 

chemistry, electrochemistry, energy changes and 

gas chemistry. 

 

 

 

 

Unit 6 

Physics Unit P2: 

Waves, Light, 

Electricity, 

Magnetism, 

Electromagnetism 

and Space Physics 

External written 

examination 

 

There are two tiers of 

entry. Foundation and 

Higher Tiers 

 

Length: 1 hr 15 mins 

Weighting: 14% 

In this unit, students explore waves and reflection 

and refraction of light, including lenses. They 

investigate current and domestic electricity, which 

is then extended to magnetism and 

electromagnetism. Students investigate the Earth, 

the Solar System and the Universe and also the 

life cycle of stars. At the end of this unit, students 

learn about the Big Bang and evidence for this 

theory. 

Unit 7 

Unit 7: Practical 

Skills 

This comprises 

Unit 7 Biology, 

Unit 7 Chemistry 

and Unit 7 Physics 

Booklet A:  

Externally marked 

 

There are two tiers of 

entry Foundation and 

Higher Tiers 

 

Length: 3 x 1hour 

Weighting: 7.5% 

 

Students carry out three pre-release practicals 

(Biology, Chemistry and Physics) in the final year 

of study. 

 

 

 

 

 

Students answer compulsory structured 

questions that include short responses, extended 

writing and calculations, all set in a practical 

context for Biology, Chemistry and Physics. 
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Booklet B 

External written 

examination 

There are two tiers of 

entry. Foundation and 

Higher Tiers. 

 

Length: 1hr 30 mins  

(Biology 30 mins, 

Chemistry 30 mins  

and Physics 30 mins) 

 

Weighting: 17.5% 

 

 

Criteria 
Pupil performance in Year 10 tests and examinations and performance throughout KS3 will be used to determine 

Science classes. Year averages will be used as a measure in addition to other statistical information and the teacher’s 

professional judgement.   

 

Additional Information  

Students will receive two GCSE grades in their Double Award Science qualification, such as A*A*, AB or BC*. This 

course prepares candidates to study Life and Health Sciences, Physics, Chemistry and Biology at AS and A2 levels but 

it should be noted that criteria regarding Double Award Science grades exist for entry into each discipline. A GCSE in 

Double Award Science is relevant not only to careers in the fields of science and engineering, but also to areas of 

commerce and public service that value problem-solving and practical skills. 

 

Further information on the course can be found here:  

https://ccea.org.uk/key-stage-4/gcse/subjects/gcse-science-double-award-2017  
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Triple Award Science - Biology (CCEA) 

PUPILS MUST STUDY ALL THREE SCIENCES 
The course consists of 3 Units. The course covers a wide range of topics by both building on KS3 Biology and adding 
some new ones. It consists of two written modules and a practical exam. 

Units of Assessment 

Unit Assessment Overview Unit Overview 

Unit 1 

Cells, Living 

Processes and 

Biodiversity 

External Examination 

Length: 1hour 15mins 

Weighting: 35%  

Topics covered include:  

Cells, Photosynthesis, Nutrition, Enzymes and 

digestion, Breathing and the respiratory system, 

Nervous system and hormones, Ecological 

relationships and energy flow. 

Unit 2 

Body Systems, 

Genetics, 

Microorganisms 

and Health 

External Examination 

Length: 1hour 30mins  

Weighting: 40%  

Topics covered include:  

Osmosis and plant transport, Chromosomes, 

genes and DNA, Cell division and genetics, 

Reproduction, fertility and contraception, Applied 

genetics, Variation and selection, Circulatory 

system, Microorganisms, defence against disease, 

medicines and drugs. 

Unit 3 

Practical Skills 

Part A: Two Practicals 

Length: 2 hours 

Weighting: 7.5% 

Part B:  External written 

examination 

Length: 1 hour 

Weighting: 17.5% 

Student carry out two externally marked pre- 

released practicals in the final year of study.   

 

Students answer compulsory structured 

questions that include short responses, extending 

writing and calculations, all set in a practical 

context 

 
Criteria 
Pupil performance in Year 10 tests and examinations and performance throughout KS3 will be used to determine 

Science classes. Year averages will be used as a measure in addition to other statistical information and the teacher’s 

professional judgement.   

 

Additional Information  

GCSE Biology provides pupils with a very good foundation for the study of the subject at AS/A2 level. It allows pupils 

to work in fields such as Medicine, Veterinary Science, Nursing, Food Technology, Horticulture, Occupational Therapy 

and Biotechnology.  Further information on the course can be found here: 

https://ccea.org.uk/key-stage-4/gcse/subjects/gcse-biology-2017  
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Triple Award Science - Chemistry (CCEA) 
 

PUPILS MUST STUDY ALL THREE SCIENCES 
A knowledge of Chemistry enables us to make informed decisions regarding choices we encounter in everyday life. 
Decisions regarding our health, diet, energy sources and the technology we will all use in the not so distant future.  
 

Unit Assessment Overview Unit Overview 

Unit 1 

 Structures, 

Trends, Chemical 

Reactions, 

Quantitative 

Chemistry and 

Analysis 

 

External Examination 

Foundation Tier: 1 hour  

Higher Tier: 1 hour 15 mins 

 

Weighting:35% 

Topics covered include: 

 

Atomic Structure; Chemical Formulae and 

Equations; Chemical Bonding; Structures 

and Nano Materials; Periodic Table; Acids, 

Bases and Salts; Quantitative Chemistry; 

Qualitative Tests. 

Unit 2 

Further Chemical 

Reactions, Rates 

and Equilibrium, 

Calculations and 

Organic 

Chemistry 

 

External Examination 

 

Foundation Tier: 1hr15                 

mins 

Higher Tier: 1 hour 30 mins 

 

Weighting 40% 

Topics covered include: 

 

Metals and the Reactivity Series; Rates of 

Reaction; Further Quantitative Chemistry; 

Gas Chemistry; Organic Chemistry; 

Equilibrium; Redox; Energy Changes; 

Electrochemistry. 

Unit 3 

Practical Skills 

Practical 

Part A: Marked externally 

Two practical tasks 

Foundation and Higher Tiers 2 

hours 

Weighting: 7.5% 

Booklet B 

Part B:  External written 

examination 

Foundation and Higher Tiers 1 

hour 

Weighting: 17.5% 

 

Students carry out two pre-released 

practical tasks in the final year of study. 

 

 

 

 

Students answer compulsory structured 

questions that require short responses, 

extended 

writing and calculations, all set in a 

practical context. 

Criteria 
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Pupil performance in Year 10 tests and performance throughout KS3 will be used to determine Science classes. Year 
averages will be used as a measure in addition to other statistical information and the teacher’s professional 
judgement. 
 

Additional Information  

GCSE Chemistry forms a solid basis for careers such as Nursing, Medicine and Veterinary Science, and all Medical 

Fields as well as Agriculture, Engineering, Food Science, Home Economics, and Laboratory work.  A good grade in 

GCSE Chemistry allows candidates to progress to Advanced Level Chemistry or Life and Health Sciences. It is also a 

subject which helps greatly with the study of A Level Biology and Physics. Further information on the course can be 

found here:  https://ccea.org.uk/key-stage-4/gcse/subjects/gcse-chemistry-2017  
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Triple Award Science - Physics (CCEA) 

PUPILS MUST STUDY ALL THREE SCIENCES 
The course covers a wide range of topics by both building on KS3 Physics and adding some new ones. It consists of 
two written modules and a practical exam. In the written examination, students answer compulsory structured 
questions that include short responses, extended writing and calculations.  

Units of Assessment 

Unit Assessment Overview Unit Overview 

Unit 1 

Motion, Force, 
Density and 
Kinetic Theory, 
Energy, and 
Atomic and 
Nuclear Physics 

External Examination 

Length:1 hour 30 mins 

Weighting: 37.5%   

Energy: includes renewable and non-renewable 
resources, efficiency, work, energy, power and 
heat transfer. 

Forces: includes moments, Newton’s laws, 
density, kinetic theory, Hooke’s law and pressure. 

Radioactivity: includes radioactive decay, uses of 
radioactivity, nuclear fission, nuclear fusion. 

Unit 2 

Waves, Light, 
Electricity, 
Magnetism, 
Electromagnetism 
and Space Physics 

 

External Examination 

Length:1 hour 30 mins 

Weighting: 37.5%  

Electricity: includes Ohm’s law, household 
electricity and electromagnetism. 

Waves: includes types of waves, reflection and 
refraction of waves, light and sound. 

Space Physics: includes structure of the Earth 
and origins of the universe. 

Unit 3 

Practical Skills 

Part A: Two Practicals 

Length: 2 hours 

Weighting: 7.5% 

Part B:  External written 
examination 

Length: 1 hour 15 min 

Weighting: 17.5% 

Students carry out two pre-released practical 
tasks in the final year of study. 

 

 

Students answer compulsory structured 

questions that require short responses, extended 
writing and calculations, all set in a practical 
context. 

Criteria 
Pupil performance in Year 10 tests and performance throughout KS3 will be used to determine Science classes. Year 

averages will be used as a measure in addition to other statistical information and the teacher’s professional 

judgement.   

Additional Information  

Physics is a versatile, relevant and highly respected academic subject, which will help you to develop skills essential 

for the workplace irrespective of the career path you choose. GCSE Physics forms a solid basis for careers such as 

Engineering, Medicine, Veterinary, Pharmacy, Medical Sciences among others. The above course provides an 

excellent basis from which pupils can move on to the CCEA Physics AS-Level syllabus in Sixth Form.   

 

Further information on the course can be found here:  

https://ccea.org.uk/key-stage-4/gcse/subjects/gcse-physics-2017  
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Technology and Design (CCEA) 

This GCSE has been designed to open the eyes of our students to the world of design and innovation in our rapidly 
evolving and socially sophisticated living environments. There is a pull in higher education and employment for 
‘lateral thinkers’ who can see what others miss and what the next generation needs and requires to evolve to the 
next level. This GCSE seeks to teach students to view every aspect of life as a design opportunity, to be innovative 
thinkers who are prepared to take design risks. Students will explore the creative, engineering and manufacturing 
industries, as well as develop core skills in computer aided design and graphical communication. This subject is aimed 
at the creative learners who have a passion for designing and making new products in a workshop environment.  

Unit Assessment Overview Unit Overview 

Unit 1:  

Technology and 

Design Core 

Content 

External Examination  

1 hour 30 mins 

25% of qualification 

Students answer 10 questions from their core 

theory module. 

Unit 2:  

Optional Areas of 

Study 

External Examination 

1 hour 30 mins 

25% of qualification 

Students will study the Product Design theory 

module that focuses on factors involved in 

designing new products. 

Unit 3:  

Design and 

Manufacturing 

Project 

Controlled Assessment 

50% of qualification 

Students complete a design and make project. 

This comprises of a design portfolio and then 

each student manufactures their prototype in the 

workshop. 

 

Criteria 
Entrance onto the course is dependent on successful completion of Key Stage 3 Design and Technology and having a 

good track record of attendance, working independently and submitting homework and assignments on time. 

 

Additional Information  

Technology and Design is mainly concerned with designing and manufacturing high quality technological products. 
Every design is influenced by outside factors such as consumer demand, the state of the market, customer 
expectations and consumer laws. Studying Technology and Design provides opportunities to tackle and resolve 
design and technological problems to meet human needs in a range of contexts, such as home, school, leisure, 
community, business and industry. As the Unit 3 coursework accounts for 50% of the overall GCSE grade, this subject 
lends itself well to motivated independent learners who see the value in optimising the coursework module in order 
to maximise the overall grade. Students will also complete their Unit 1 theory exam (25%) at the end of year 11 in 
order to allay examination commitments and remove an examination from their busy Year 12 summer examination 
timetable. 
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BTEC First Award in Sport Level 2 (Pearson 2018) 

The BTEC First is a four-unit programme which is equivalent to one GCSE. The Physical Education Staff will deliver this 
course in school. 

Each of the 4 units are delivered in both theory and practical lessons. The 4 units are equally weighted and come 
together at the end to give you an overall grade.  
 
Unit Assessment Overview Unit Overview 

Unit 1 

Fitness for Sport 

and Exercise  

External Online Examination 

(Yr 11) 

 

Length: 1 hour 15 mins 

 

Weighting: 25% 

Completed in Year 11 

Theory and practical application of the science of 

sport – components of fitness, principles of 

training & fitness testing methods. 

Unit 2 

Practical 

Performance in 

Sport 

Practical Performance and 

Assignment Based 

Assessment 

 

Weighting: 25% 

Completed in Year 12 

Understanding, demonstrating & analysing rules, 

tactics and techniques of 1 individual and 1 team 

sport, application of core skills, techniques & 

tactics, reviewing performance levels. 

Unit 3 

Applying the 

Principles of 

Personal 

Training 

Practical Performance and 

Assignment Based 

Assessment 

Weighting: 25% 

Completed in Year 12 

Requires learners to draw on and apply their 

learning of FITT principles and principles of 

training, and considerations for safety to a 

designed and implemented fitness training 

programme 

Unit 5 

The Sport 

Performer in 

Action 

Assignment Based 

Assessment 

Weighting:25% 

Completed in Year 11 

Sports physiology – short and long term responses 

of the body to exercise, the body’s energy 

systems.  

 
●​ All coursework is internally marked and internally moderated, but samples can get asked for each year which will 

be externally moderated by Pearson. Pupils work will be assessed in a variety of formats for example: 
●​ Written reports 
●​ PowerPoint presentations 
●​ Posters 
●​ Observations 
●​ Practical performance 
●​ Video analysis 
●​ Video presentations 
●​ Client health and fitness consultations 

 
NOTE: Pupils must achieve all pass grading criteria in each unit to complete the course. 
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Why Study BTEC Sport?  

This BTEC First in Sport Award Level 2 will help students succeed in a future career within the sport and active leisure 
sector. The principles of sport that students will learn will underpin many aspects of professional life within the sector 
and reflect the enormous breadth and depth of the subject. It will also provide a sound basis for progression into 
related pathways of further study especially into the BTEC Level 3 National Extended Certificate in Sport. 

Entrance Criteria 

Pupils must have a genuine interest in all aspects of sport (inside or outside of school) and commit to participation in 
PE and Games classes and extracurricular sports activities from Year 8-10. 

Pupils should have: 

1.​ Consistently participated in PE and Games lessons. 
2.​ Participate in the school Rugby/Hockey/Netball/Athletics/Cricket team or participate to a high level in a sport 

outside of school. 
3.​ Competent ICT skills. 
4.​ Strong essay writing skills. 
5.​ An ability to work independently using research methods. 
6.​ Have an Antrim Grammar School Tracksuit and PE/Sports Kit 

 
Additional Information  
Further details can be found at:  

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/btec-firsts/sport-2012-nqf.html#%2Ftab-0 
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Careers Websites/Information 

Unifrog 
Use the Unifrog package provided by school – this is an excellent starting point to provide you with detailed careers 
information, advice and guidance. 
 
Career Ideas  

The Career Ideas package on MY SCHOOL is an excellent place to start. Click on:  
●​ View all  
●​ Curriculum links  
●​ Scroll ahead to find the Career Ideas icon.  

 
Then:  

●​ Select the: ‘Look for my own career idea’ option.  
●​ Complete the ‘About Me’ section which asks about your likes and dislikes.  
●​ Complete the ‘My Subjects’ section  
●​ Click on ‘My Careers’ for a number of suggested careers to explore based on your responses.  
●​ If you already have your own career ideas, you can search for any career area to find out more information.  
 

Useful Links 
www.ucas.com​​ ​ ​ ​ ​ University entrance information 
 
https://www.informedchoices.ac.uk/​ Subject advice from Russell Group Universities 
 
https://www.nidirect.gov.uk/campaigns/careers​Careers Service NI 
 
Local Universities 
Queen’s University Belfast: ​ ​ https://www.qub.ac.uk/ 
Ulster University: ​ ​ ​ https://www.ulster.ac.uk/home 
Stranmillis University College: ​ ​ http://www.stran.ac.uk/ 
St Mary’s University College:​ ​ https://www.stmarys-belfast.ac.uk 
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Careers Advice/Subject Combinations 

We have set out below some subjects considered useful for particular degree areas at university. It should be noted 
that there are courses which have no specific subject entry requirements and that many people study a subject at A 
level which they enjoy and know they can succeed in to take them to the next stage. 
ENTRANCE REQUIREMENTS FOR INDIVIDUAL UNIVERSITIES AND COURSES VARY. YOU ARE THEREFORE ADVISED TO 

USE THIS GUIDE IN CONJUNCTION WITH UNIVERSITY WEBSITES FOR SPECIFIC ENTRANCE REQUIREMENTS. 

Accountancy (also Banking/Finance) 

ESSENTIAL ADVANCED LEVEL QUALIFICATIONS 
Mathematics 
 
USEFUL ADVANCED LEVEL QUALIFICATIONS 
Further Mathematics, Business Studies 
 

Actuarial Science/Studies 

 
ESSENTIAL ADVANCED LEVEL QUALIFICATIONS 
Mathematics  
 
USEFUL ADVANCED LEVEL QUALIFICATIONS 
Further Mathematics, Business Studies 
 

Aeronautical Engineering 

 
ESSENTIAL ADVANCED LEVEL QUALIFICATIONS 
Mathematics and usually Physics 
 
USEFUL ADVANCED LEVEL QUALIFICATIONS 
Further Mathematics, Design and Technology, Computer Science 
 

American Studies 

 
ESSENTIAL ADVANCED LEVEL QUALIFICATIONS 
Requirements vary but English and/or History are often asked for. 
 
USEFUL ADVANCED LEVEL QUALIFICATIONS 
Politics 
 

Anthropology 

 
ESSENTIAL ADVANCED LEVEL QUALIFICATIONS 
None 
 
USEFUL ADVANCED LEVEL QUALIFICATIONS 
A small number of courses like a science AS level such as Psychology, Geography or Biology. 
 

Architecture 

 
ESSENTIAL ADVANCED LEVEL QUALIFICATIONS 
Some courses say they want an arts/science mix. Some may require Art. Check specific courses. 
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USEFUL ADVANCED LEVEL QUALIFICATIONS 
Art, Mathematics, Design and Technology and Physics. A portfolio of drawings may be asked for. 
 

Art and Design 

 
ESSENTIAL ADVANCED LEVEL QUALIFICATIONS 
Art or Design and Technology 
 
USEFUL ADVANCED LEVEL QUALIFICATIONS 
Design and Technology. Most courses require a one year Art Foundation Course after A level. 
 

Biochemistry 

 
ESSENTIAL ADVANCED LEVEL QUALIFICATIONS 
Always Chemistry – some universities will require Biology as well, while others will say Chemistry plus one from 
Mathematics/Physics/Biology. 
 
USEFUL ADVANCED LEVEL QUALIFICATIONS 
Biology, Chemistry, Further Mathematics, Physics, Computer Science. 
 

Biology 

 
ESSENTIAL ADVANCED LEVEL QUALIFICATIONS 
Biology, usually Chemistry. 
 
USEFUL ADVANCED LEVEL QUALIFICATIONS 
Mathematics or Physics. 
 

Biomedical Science 

 
ESSENTIAL ADVANCED LEVEL QUALIFICATIONS 
Normally two from Biology, Chemistry, Mathematics and Physics. Chemistry is essential at some universities. 
 
USEFUL ADVANCED LEVEL QUALIFICATIONS 
Mathematics, Biology, Chemistry, Physics. 
 

Business Studies 

 
ESSENTIAL ADVANCED LEVEL QUALIFICATIONS 
None 
 
USEFUL ADVANCED LEVEL QUALIFICATIONS 
Mathematics 
 

Chemical Engineering 

 
ESSENTIAL ADVANCED LEVEL QUALIFICATIONS 
Mathematics, Chemistry and sometimes Physics as well. 
 
USEFUL ADVANCED LEVEL QUALIFICATIONS 
Physics, Biology, Further Mathematics, Computer Science. 
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Chemistry 

 
ESSENTIAL ADVANCED LEVEL QUALIFICATIONS 
Chemistry and occasionally Mathematics. Some courses have another science course as a requirement/desirable. 
 
USEFUL ADVANCED LEVEL QUALIFICATIONS 
Mathematics, Further Mathematics, Physics, Biology, Computer Science. 

 

Civil Engineering 

 
ESSENTIAL ADVANCED LEVEL QUALIFICATIONS 
Mathematics, in many cases Physics.  
 
USEFUL ADVANCED LEVEL QUALIFICATIONS 
Further Mathematics, Chemistry, Biology, Computer Science, Design and Technology, Geography. 
 

Computer Science 

 
ESSENTIAL ADVANCED LEVEL QUALIFICATIONS 
For some courses, Mathematics. For some courses, Computer Science. 
 
USEFUL ADVANCED LEVEL QUALIFICATIONS 
Mathematics, Further Mathematics, Computer Science, Physics, ICT. 
 

Dentistry 

 
ESSENTIAL ADVANCED LEVEL QUALIFICATIONS 
Chemistry and Biology for most courses. 
 
USEFUL ADVANCED LEVEL QUALIFICATIONS 
Mathematics, Physics, Further Mathematics. 
 

Dietetics 

 
ESSENTIAL ADVANCED LEVEL QUALIFICATIONS 
Chemistry, Biology – some universities provide some flexibility with other sciences 
 
USEFUL ADVANCED LEVEL QUALIFICATIONS 
Mathematics 
 

Drama 

 
ESSENTIAL ADVANCED LEVEL QUALIFICATIONS 
A few courses require English Literature 
 
USEFUL ADVANCED LEVEL QUALIFICATIONS 
English Literature, Drama 
 

Economics 

 
ESSENTIAL ADVANCED LEVEL QUALIFICATIONS 
Usually Mathematics 
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USEFUL ADVANCED LEVEL QUALIFICATIONS 
Computer Science, History, Business Studies 
 

Electrical/Electronic Engineering 

 
ESSENTIAL ADVANCED LEVEL QUALIFICATIONS 
Mathematics, usually Physics 
 
USEFUL ADVANCED LEVEL QUALIFICATIONS 
Further Mathematics, ICT, Design and Technology, Computer Science. 
 

English 

 
ESSENTIAL ADVANCED LEVEL QUALIFICATIONS 
English Literature 
 
USEFUL ADVANCED LEVEL QUALIFICATIONS 
History, Religious Studies, a foreign language. 
 

Environmental Science 

 
ESSENTIAL ADVANCED LEVEL QUALIFICATIONS 
Many courses will ask for two from: Biology, Chemistry, Geography, Mathematics and Physics. 
 

European Studies 

 
ESSENTIAL ADVANCED LEVEL QUALIFICATIONS 
A Modern Foreign Language 
 
USEFUL ADVANCED LEVEL QUALIFICATIONS 
Another Modern Foreign Language, English Literature, History, Politics. 
 

French 

 
ESSENTIAL ADVANCED LEVEL QUALIFICATIONS 
French 
 
USEFUL ADVANCED LEVEL QUALIFICATIONS 
Another Modern Foreign Language, English Literature, History, Politics. 
 

Geography 

 
ESSENTIAL ADVANCED LEVEL QUALIFICATIONS 
Geography 
 
USEFUL ADVANCED LEVEL QUALIFICATIONS 
Mathematics or a Science 
 

History 

 
ESSENTIAL ADVANCED LEVEL QUALIFICATIONS 
History 
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USEFUL ADVANCED LEVEL QUALIFICATIONS 
English Literature, Modern Foreign Language, Politics, Religious Studies. 
 

History of Art 

 
ESSENTIAL ADVANCED LEVEL QUALIFICATIONS 
None 
 
USEFUL ADVANCED LEVEL QUALIFICATIONS 
Art, English Literature, History, Religious Studies, a Modern Foreign Language. 
 

Law 

 
ESSENTIAL ADVANCED LEVEL QUALIFICATIONS 
None, although a few universities require English Literature 
 
USEFUL ADVANCED LEVEL QUALIFICATIONS 
English Literature, History, Politics. 
 

Mathematics 

 
ESSENTIAL ADVANCED LEVEL QUALIFICATIONS 
Mathematics. 
 
USEFUL ADVANCED LEVEL QUALIFICATIONS 
Further Mathematics, Physics, Computer Science. 
 

Mechanical Engineering 

 
ESSENTIAL ADVANCED LEVEL QUALIFICATIONS 
Mathematics, usually Physics. 
 
USEFUL ADVANCED LEVEL QUALIFICATIONS 
Further Mathematics, Design and Technology, Computer Science. 
 

Media Studies 

 
ESSENTIAL ADVANCED LEVEL QUALIFICATIONS 
A few courses ask for English  
 
USEFUL ADVANCED LEVEL QUALIFICATIONS 
English, Psychology. 
 

Medicine 

 
ESSENTIAL ADVANCED LEVEL QUALIFICATIONS 
If you do Chemistry, Biology and one from Mathematics or Physics you keep all medical schools open to you. With 
Chemistry and Biology, you keep the vast majority open. 
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Music 

 
ESSENTIAL ADVANCED LEVEL QUALIFICATIONS 
Music and Grade 7 or 8 – some universities will consider candidates without A level Music 
 

Nursing and Midwifery 

 
ESSENTIAL ADVANCED LEVEL QUALIFICATIONS 
Sometimes Biology or an alternative (Health and Social Care, Life and Health Sciences) 
 
USEFUL ADVANCED LEVEL QUALIFICATIONS 
Biology, Psychology. 
 

Optometry 

 
ESSENTIAL ADVANCED LEVEL QUALIFICATIONS 
Two from Biology, Chemistry, Mathematics or Physics (some courses prefer Biology) 
 

Orthoptics 

 
ESSENTIAL ADVANCED LEVEL QUALIFICATIONS 
Biology 
 
USEFUL ADVANCED LEVEL QUALIFICATIONS 
Chemistry, Mathematics, Physics. 
 

Philosophy 

 
ESSENTIAL ADVANCED LEVEL QUALIFICATIONS 
None 
 
USEFUL ADVANCED LEVEL QUALIFICATIONS 
Mathematics, Religious Studies. 
 

Physics 

 
ESSENTIAL ADVANCED LEVEL QUALIFICATIONS 
Mathematics, Physics 
 
USEFUL ADVANCED LEVEL QUALIFICATIONS 
Further Mathematics, Chemistry, Computer Science. 
 

Physiotherapy 

 
ESSENTIAL ADVANCED LEVEL QUALIFICATIONS 
Biology – some allow alternatives 
 
USEFUL ADVANCED LEVEL QUALIFICATIONS 
Chemistry, Mathematics, Physics, Psychology. 
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Planning 

 
ESSENTIAL ADVANCED LEVEL QUALIFICATIONS 
Sometimes Geography 
 
USEFUL ADVANCED LEVEL QUALIFICATIONS 
Mathematics. 
 

Politics 

 
ESSENTIAL ADVANCED LEVEL QUALIFICATIONS 
Usually none. 
 
USEFUL ADVANCED LEVEL QUALIFICATIONS 
Politics, History, English Literature, Religious Studies, Business Studies. 
 

Psychology 

 
ESSENTIAL ADVANCED LEVEL QUALIFICATIONS 
Usually none. A few courses ask for Mathematics or a science. 
 
USEFUL ADVANCED LEVEL QUALIFICATIONS 
Biology, Mathematics, Psychology. 
 

Theology 

 
ESSENTIAL ADVANCED LEVEL QUALIFICATIONS 
None 
 
USEFUL ADVANCED LEVEL QUALIFICATIONS 
Religious Studies, English Literature, History. 
 

Sociology 

 
ESSENTIAL ADVANCED LEVEL QUALIFICATIONS 
None 
 
USEFUL ADVANCED LEVEL QUALIFICATIONS 
Psychology, Geography, Politics. 
 

Spanish 

 
ESSENTIAL ADVANCED LEVEL QUALIFICATIONS 
Spanish 
 
USEFUL ADVANCED LEVEL QUALIFICATIONS 
Another Modern Foreign Language, English Literature, History, Politics. 
 

Speech Therapy 

 
ESSENTIAL ADVANCED LEVEL QUALIFICATIONS 
Some universities ask for a science. Some ask for English. Some have no specific requirements. 
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USEFUL ADVANCED LEVEL QUALIFICATIONS 
A Modern Foreign Language, English Literature, Psychology. 
 

Sports Science 

 
ESSENTIAL ADVANCED LEVEL QUALIFICATIONS 
Some courses require a Science and/or Sports Studies 
 
USEFUL ADVANCED LEVEL QUALIFICATIONS 
Biology, Psychology. 
 

Teacher Training 

 
ESSENTIAL ADVANCED LEVEL QUALIFICATIONS 
At least one from core curriculum subjects (at Primary level, they must be core curriculum subjects on the Primary 
Curriculum – Modern Foreign Languages do not count for example). 
 
USEFUL ADVANCED LEVEL QUALIFICATIONS 
A second core curriculum subject. 
 
Veterinary Science 

 

ESSENTIAL ADVANCED LEVEL QUALIFICATIONS 
Chemistry and Biology and one from Mathematics/Physics  
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