

This policy outlines the criteria which will be applied to gain admission into the school’s Sixth Form and, also, the demands of subsequent Sixth Form study.

1.
In order to be considered for a place in Lower Sixth Form (Year 13) a candidate must fulfil all of the following Sixth Form Entrance Criteria:
(i)
have achieved a minimum of at least 6A* - C grades (or equivalent) at GCSE;
(ii)
have achieved a minimum of at least 3A*-B grades (or equivalent) at GCSE;
(iii)
have achieved a minimum of a grade B (in the Higher Tier if applicable), and have satisfied any subject specific criteria, in each subject which they wish to take to AS and/or A2.  For Sixth Form courses that do not have a direct GCSE equivalent, a grade B or above in a related subject, as defined in the Sixth Form booklet, will be admissible.  In subjects with no direct GCSE equivalent the same GCSE grade cannot be used to gain access to two or more subjects; 
(iv)
satisfy the Principal on past school record and achievement including attendance, behaviour, commitment to study and punctuality.  (A satisfactory attendance rate would be 90% or higher attendance);
(v)
have an interview with a member of the Antrim Grammar School Sixth Form Entrance team to choose an appropriate course of study including suitable subject choices.


In the case of pupils whose performance in GCSE examinations may have been detrimentally affected by medical or other problems, the Principal is empowered, in exceptional circumstances, to waive the requirements of (i) and (ii).  Each case will be carefully assessed by the Principal and will necessarily take into account appropriate documentary evidence, medical, or otherwise.  In such a case the decision of the Principal will be final.


Having satisfied all the above Sixth Form Entrance Criteria, places will then be allocated according to the following criteria, applied progressively in the order set down.

2.
If the number of applicants meeting the Sixth Form Entrance Criteria exceeds the number of places available, subject to an overall School Enrolment Number of 740 pupils, applicants will be ranked as follows:

(i)
all applications for places should be received by the School Office staff by 4:00 pm on the day of publication of the final GCSE results.  Applications received after this time will be considered for a place, on a day to day basis, only after all those applications meeting the deadline have been processed;

(ii)
Antrim Grammar School pupils;
(ii)
GCSE points score based on A*-B grades;
(iii)
total GCSE points score (GCSE Grade A* = 4 points, Grade A = 3 points, Grade B = 2 points, Grade C = 1 point.  Short course GCSE grades will be awarded half the above points);
(iv)
applicants whose home address is within the Antrim Borough Council area.


In the very unlikely event that, after the application of the above criteria, there are a number of applicants of equal rank, so that if they were all accepted the School’s Enrolment Number would be exceeded, priority will be given to the applicant whose home is closest to the School.

3.
It should be noted that occasionally a Sixth Form subject is oversubscribed, in which case the following criteria will be applied progressively until the class size is reached:
(i)
pupils who have initially selected the subject and who have attained at least a grade B in the subject;
(ii)
pupils whose career choice necessitates the subject being chosen and who have attained at least a grade B in the subject.

If, after the application of the above criteria, there are a number of applicants of equal rank, so that if they were all accepted the maximum class size would be exceeded, priority will be given to applicants on the basis of total GCSE points score.  

Conversely, where a course is not viable, the School reserves the right not to run that particular course.


Requests for possible subject changes must be made within the first half term.  Such changes can only be considered if they support the pupil’s career aspirations and space is available in the appropriate class.

Any pupil who has not attained a GCSE grade of A*-C in English and/or Mathematics will be required to re-sit these subjects, if admitted into the Sixth Form.

4.
The Department of Education may, on request, increase the number of pupils that the school can admit to its Year 13.  Places that become available in this way shall be allocated only to pupils who meet the basic eligibility criteria for Sixth Form study (as at 1 above) and shall be allocated in order determined by the criteria to be applied in the order set down.

1.
Pupils who have most recently completed Year 12 in Antrim Grammar School.
2.
Pupils from other schools where admission to an extra place at Antrim Grammar School has been agreed by the Department of Education.(

5.
Those admitted into the Lower Sixth Form (Year 13) will follow one of two broad paths:
(i)
pupils may take three subjects to AS level and follow an enrichment programme.  This enrichment programme should include, where possible, a course leading to a recognised qualification;
(ii)
for those with sufficiently high GCSE grades, four or five AS levels may be taken together with an enrichment programme if appropriate.
NB.  Those taking an AS for which no A2 is offered will also take four AS levels.

It will be a new experience for most pupils to have designated Study Periods each week. This time is not allocated for “homework” but to enable pupils to extend their knowledge of their A-level subjects, at the direction of their teachers.

All Sixth Formers are required to:
· sign the Sixth Form Agreement as a mutual undertaking between the school and the student,  *Appendix 1;
· sign the EMA Learning Agreement, if appropriate, * Appendix 2;
· adopt a sensible attitude towards taking part-time jobs during term-time, by curtailing such activities to weekends.


There will be continuous assessment in the first few months of Year 13, leading to a formal report in December.  The end of year examinations will all be externally assessed and used to inform entry into Year 14.  All homework and assignments will be integral to the courses undertaken.  In some cases specific targets for improvement will be set with students who have underachieved in their AS subjects.

1.
Progression into Year 14 remains at the discretion of the school.  The minimum entry requirements to enter Year 14 are:
(i)
pupils must have a minimum of a grade D at AS Level (or equivalent) in any subject which would be carried forward to A2;
(ii)
pupils must satisfy the Principal on their attendance, behaviour, punctuality and commitment to the School.  (A satisfactory attendance rate would be 90% or more attendance).

It should be noted that pupils will not be permitted to return to Year 14 to study for fewer than 3 A2 subjects (or equivalent).

In the case of pupils whose performance in AS examinations, or their attendance, may have been detrimentally affected by extreme factors the Principal is empowered in exceptional cases to waive the requirements of (i) and (ii).  Each case will be carefully assessed by the Principal, in consultation with the Senior Leadership and Sixth Form Teams, and will take into account appropriate documentary medical, or other, evidence.  In such cases the decision of the Principal will be final.
2.
In certain cases progression to Year 14 may involve implementation of some of the following strategies:
· a discussion with parents about the best way forward;
· a specific Target Setting programme will come into operation and be regularly monitored with the expectation of improvement,  (See details below);
· modules may be identified to be re-taken in January or June of Year 14.  Other than in exceptional circumstances agreed with the Principal no more than three re-sit examinations will be permitted in any examination session; 
· regular meetings with a teacher mentor, to discuss progress and targets, will be arranged.
3.
In a few exceptional cases, where progression to Year 14 is not automatic, it may be possible for pupils to repeat Year 13 provided that the pupil will be under 19 years of age on 1st September of the start of their final year of school, that places are available and the Principal, in consultation with the Senior Leadership and the Sixth Form Teams, feels it is in the best interests of the pupil to do so.  Otherwise failure to meet criteria (i) and (ii) may mean that pupils will be unable to return to Sixth Form.
4.
Applications from pupils outside of Antrim Grammar School into Upper Sixth Form (Year 14) will only be considered if places remain available, subject to an overall School Enrolment Number of 740 pupils, after all Antrim Grammar School pupils have been admitted.
In such cases it will be essential that the courses previously studied at AS Level, and which are to be taken at A2 Level, are available, within the timetable structure, in Antrim Grammar School and that the applicant meets our Year 14 Entrance Criteria. If the Principal deems that there are places available and the total number of applicants exceeds the number of places available, then applicants will be scored according to their results in AS/AVCE examinations.   Applicants will be rank ordered according to their total score and selection will be according to their place in this rank order, the highest scores being selected first.

[Points Tariff (AS or equivalent): A = 60, B = 50, C = 40, D = 30, E = 20.]


Target Setting is designed to assist students to achieve their potential, with the full support of the school.  This will entail the student undertaking to work in co-operation with an identified member of staff and to agree action targets for improvement.  These will be shared with the relevant subject teacher and monitored by the teacher mentor on a regular basis.  A formal review of all students’ progress will take place: in February of Year 13; after the AS results in August of Year 13; and in November of Year 14.  Additionally a review of progress of pupils new to Antrim Grammar School will take place in October/November of Year 13 to ensure that they have successfully made the transition from their previous school.  The outcome of these reviews will determine whether a student continues the Target Setting programme or has progressed enough to adopt a less directed study programme.

All Sixth Form students are expected to sign this agreement, witnessed by a parent/guardian.

a) As a student in the Sixth Form of Antrim Grammar School I am entitled to:
· receive teaching which, with my co-operation, will equip me with the necessary knowledge and skills to realise my full academic potential;
· have access to the full range of the school’s facilities;
· be treated as a mature, responsible young adult, and to have my views and opinions received with consideration and respect;
· be given appropriate opportunities for personal development and leadership through the school’s many societies, clubs and activities;
· receive pastoral and academic support as required/requested;
· be given full access to Careers advice.

b) As a student in the Sixth Form of Antrim Grammar School I understand that I shall be expected to:

· remember that I am in full-time education and ensure that other commitments, including part-time employment, do not interfere adversely with my studies which must be given their proper priority;
· commit myself to a minimum of three post GCSE examination subjects for the full duration of my two years in the Sixth Form;
· all Sixth Form students (except those in receipt of Free School Meals) will pay a deposit of £30.00 at the beginning of Year 13; this deposit will be refunded – minus deductions for damaged or missing texts – when the student leaves Antrim Grammar School;
· show evidence, on a regular basis, of sufficient progress to continue in the Sixth Form;
· attend all timetabled classes, including study periods, and assemblies (except when granted permission to be excused);
· inform and seek advice from Subject Teachers and/or from my Year Tutor as soon as difficulty is encountered;
· achieve the minimum entry requirements for Year 14 to progress to A2 studies;
· ensure that my records of attendance and punctuality reflect a proper commitment to full time study.  (A satisfactory attendance rate would be 90% or more attendance);
· be present at school throughout the day other than in exceptional circumstances for which permission must be given by the Head of Sixth Form before leaving the premises;
· take as full a part as possible in the wider life of the school through participation in extra-curricular activities. Sports Studies students must show a commitment to support the School’s extra-curricular Sports Programme;
· set an example to younger pupils by my personal standards of appearance, language and general conduct;
· conform to all School policies and regulations (including those on Uniform); 
· treat all other members of the school community – students, teachers, office staff and ancillary staff – with appropriate courtesy, consideration and respect;
· treat all school property, fabric and equipment with due care and respect.
c) In common with all students in the school, I will abide by the rules of the school in general and in particular those listed below which specifically apply to Sixth Form.  I understand that the stated sanctions (among others) will apply to me if I break the rules:
· unpunctuality will be dealt with as per School policy;
· unwarranted truancy from a class will lead to a formal detention.  Truancy from school will lead to a Principal’s Detention. Repeated infractions may lead to suspension or exclusion;
· uniform infringements will attract the usual warning followed by sanctions (if repeated);
· disruption of designated study areas, which are meant to be quiet, will lead to immediate withdrawal for a period of three days.  Persistent infringements will lead to permanent exclusion from the study area;
· vandalism will be paid for and will also lead to a sanction, depending on the severity of the instance;
· unruly, violent or inappropriate behaviour, including excess noise in the SCR, will lead to a ban from the room for a fixed duration and to a potential withdrawal of privileges;
· possession of any illegal substance in school may lead to a suspension in the first instance and expulsion if appropriate, (see the school’s Discipline and Drugs Policies).
Student’s signature _________________________  Class ________ Date __________

Print Name ______________________________________________________________
Parent/Guardian’s signature _______________________________________________
Chairman of the Board of Governors’ signature _______________________________
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APPENDIX 1: SIXTH FORM AGREEMENT





                               EMA LEARNING AGREEMENT PART 1					


In order to receive my weekly allowance, I will attend all agreed Courses at Antrim Grammar School, according to the rules of attendance laid down by the School.





It has been explained to me and I understand the EMA processes and rules put in place by Antrim Grammar School.





I understand that I must sign this agreement to receive my weekly allowance.





I agree to provide an explanatory note on the first day following any absence explaining the reason for my absence and to enable a decision to be taken regarding payment of my allowance.





Student	





Signature	______________________________________





Print Name	______________________________________





Date		______________________________________








Learning Centre





Signature	______________________________________





Print Name	______________________________________





Job Title	______________________________________





Date		______________________________________


























APPENDIX 2: EMA LEARNING AGREEMENT PART 1








STUDY PERIODS








( Parents should note how the Department of Education will, in response to a school’s request, increase the school’s admission number in order to allow an extra post-16 pupil to enrol.  DE will first check whether there is another school or schools of a type suitable for that pupil within an hour’s journey of where the pupil lives.  If there is, DE will then check whether this other school or schools may provide all of the post-16 courses that the pupil wishes to pursue.  If these checks find that no other suitable school may provide all of the post-16 courses that the pupil wishes to pursue – then DE will agree a school’s request for an extra place. 





What is a school of a type that is suitable for a pupil?  To determine this, DE first considers all schools to be one of 4 types:  (1) denominational (2) non-denominational (3) Integrated and (4) Irish-Medium.  A school requesting an extra place for a post-16 pupil will belong to one of these 4 types and DE will consider any other school or school from this same type as suitable for the pupil.  DE will also consider as suitable for the pupil any school from the same type as the type of school that the child attended in Year 12.
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