

Vision for ICT at Antrim Grammar School

‘The overall aim for Information and Communication Technology (ICT) is to enrich learning for all pupils; to ensure that it is embedded and effectively used in every area of school life; and to develop ICT skills for lifelong learning and success.  The ICT policy will support and contribute to the wider values and aims of Antrim Grammar School’.

· Curriculum

ICT will be planned, coordinated and embedded into and across the curriculum, to provide opportunities for pupils to acquire a range of skills and competences and to raise whole school standards in learning and teaching.

· Learning

ICT skills and competences will build upon pupils’ prior knowledge through access to and availability of suitable ICT resources for all pupils. Access will be open to all in accordance with equal opportunities legislation and policies.  The use of ICT aims to encourage pupils’ creativity, allowing them to develop as independent learners and as collaborative workers, in order to prepare them for the world of work.

· Teaching

Through training, teachers will have the skills and competences to create, store and share resources to enhance learning and teaching.  Teachers will work collaboratively with colleagues and other schools to disseminate good practice.  Teachers will fully utilise ICT facilities to record pupil performance data and set curriculum targets.  ICT is coordinated effectively across the curriculum and departments should make plans for year on year progression in the application of ICT within their subjects.  All staff will contribute to achieving whole school ICT targets and training will be in place to keep staff abreast of new developments.

· Assessment

ICT will be assessed in line with the requirements of the revised curriculum.  All staff will use ICT to record and manage pupil assessment data to monitor targets and year-on-year progression.
· Professional Development

The school will seek to address and monitor ICT development needs for all staff.  It will endeavour to offer internal and external training opportunities to develop personal ICT skills in order to support teaching and learning in the classroom and beyond.  A whole school audit will be used to facilitate training requirements.  

· Extending Opportunities

The school will seek to enhance communication between teachers and pupils using electronic means.  Learning will be extended outside the classroom by providing independent learning opportunities, through learning communities and community links that use ICT resources such as virtual learning environments.

· Resources

The planning and management of ICT resources will be part of the wider School Development Plan.  This should ensure there is an adequate budget to provide and sustain physical and human resources to implement the ICT vision.

· Ownership and Review
The vision for ICT requires the whole school community to have ownership in order to be delivered.  A regular review will ensure that the vision harmonises with government legislation and technological developments.


The ICT Strategy Document and School Development Plan aims to provide further information on how the vision will be implemented.

All pupils will have access to the C2K network both inside and outside school.  They can access their files at any computer outside the school by going to www.c2kni.net and logging on using their school user name and password.  Using internet safely is emphasised throughout the school and we would encourage parents to be aware of their children’s activities on the internet.  The school has an ‘Internet Acceptable Use Policy’ (signed by both pupil and parent prior to admission to the school) and clear rules are provided under section 15 of The Maintenance of Discipline policy on ‘Abuses of Technology’.

a. All floppy disks and flash memories, whether brought from home or otherwise, must be scanned for viruses before use.  Should the virus scanning software detect one or more viruses then this must be reported immediately to either an ICT teacher or ICT technician.  Under no circumstances should computer operations be continued.

b. Users must not create or download viruses onto the school network.  Pupils receiving system notification that a virus has been received via the Internet or email must report the matter immediately to either an ICT teacher or ICT technician.

a. All pupils on entry to the school are issued with a username and password.  These allow access to the programs they require and their own storage area.  It is the responsibility of all students to maintain confidentiality with regards to passwords.  A pupil must accept responsibility for all actions undertaken by use of their username and password.  All pupils are encouraged to change their password regularly.  If a pupil believes that their password confidentiality has been compromised they should report the matter immediately to a teacher or the ICT technician and change their password.

b. Pupils must not access or attempt to access another user’s area.  All required software is accessible through each user’s area.  It should be noted that a system log records all pupils’ access and unauthorised behaviour is retained within this file.
c. Pupils may only create and store files relating to school curriculum use.

d. No pupils are permitted to use ICT equipment unsupervised.  Access to ICT Resources is detailed below:

Pupils must not damage or deface any computer equipment and furniture.  All hardware and cables should be treated with due care for the safety of pupils and their work.  If a pupil notices any damage, it should be reported immediately.

Each pupil, at the commencement of the school year, is allocated a generous number of ‘printer credits’.  Pupils who use their printer allocation will be required to purchase additional credits.  Additional printer credits can be purchased from the school office.  Pupils should allow 24 hours for printer credits to be updated on the system.  It should be noted that printing in colour will consume considerably more printer credits than in black and white.


a.
Access to the Internet should only be made to support curriculum use.  Sites which are considered unsuitable are filtered and pupils should make no attempt to access these.  Within lessons the internet should only be used with the permission of the teacher in charge.
b. Only materials related to curriculum use may be downloaded from the Internet.  Games, offensive material etc. must not be transferred to the school’s systems.
c. Web sites, pages and similar which represent the school or its curriculum, or which make use of the school’s name or logo may only be created with permission from the Principal.

d. It is an offence to access, store or transmit offensive material through the Internet.  The definition of offensive material is wide and pupils should be aware of the serious legal implications of this.

e. Users must always be polite and never abusive or use inappropriate language.

f. Pupils must not reveal their own personal details (name, address, telephone number etc.) or those of other people.

g. Pupils must not use the Internet for any illegal activity, e.g. violating copyright, gaining access or entry to other computers or for financial gain.




Computer networks are a very expensive and valuable resource and their efficient operation is essential for the education of all pupils.  Any actions which threaten the good functioning of the network and safety of pupils’ work will therefore be considered a serious breach of school discipline.  A breach of Antrim Grammar School’s ICT and Internet Acceptable Use Policy will result in sanctions being imposed, in line with the School’s Discipline Policy.  Sanctions may therefore range from school detention to Principal’s detention, suspension or permanent exclusion.  It should also be noted that a breach of some of the rules and guidelines could lead to exclusion from using the system.  It may also be the case that the breach of some of the guidelines could constitute a criminal offence.  The school reserves the right to monitor all files and emails to determine whether the facilities are being used in a manner that is consistent with this agreement.

- Health and Safety Policy


- Data Protection Policy
- Maintenance of Discipline Policy

- Anti-Bullying Policy
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A Breach of Rules








Other related school policies which impact on ICT include:
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