


Antrim Grammar School (the School) is a co-educational, inter-denominational school with an Enrolment Number of 740 and an Admissions Number of 105.
The Board of Governors has approved the criteria described below and has delegated the task of applying these criteria to the Principal.  Further reference, therefore, to the Board of Governors may imply the Admissions Sub Committee or the Principal.


Applications should be made, in writing, to the School using Annexe B form as appropriate.  All those seeking Admission will be required to sit a Cognitive Ability Test and to provide the most recent reports from their present school.

Following receipt of an application, the School will advise parents in writing, by the eleventh working day following the receipt of the application, of any decision to admit the child or otherwise. It should be noted that those who have made an application, but have failed to obtain a place in the School, will be placed on a reserve list until 1st May following their application, at which time their application is deemed to have lapsed. 

In the event that a place subsequently becomes available, all applications on the reserve list will be considered. 


Applications will only be considered if places are available in the year group for which application is being made. Given the School Admissions Number, 200 places are allocated for Sixth Form with the remainder of the places being available in Years 8-12. within the School Enrolment Number of 740.  The maximum number of places per year, other than in exceptional circumstances, is 120 places, subject to the number of available places in Years 8-12 and an overall enrolment number of 740.

If the number of applications is greater than can be admitted within the School Enrolment Number, or within a particular Year group, the following criteria will be applied in the order set down below:-


1.
Children whose most recent reports from their present school (and previous schools, if applicable) satisfy the Principal on past school record and achievement, including attendance, behaviour and punctuality, will be considered before other children.  (A satisfactory attendance rate would be 90% or higher).  In the case of children whose attendance may have been affected by clearly documented medical or other problems, the Principal is empowered, in exceptional circumstances, to consider this.  Each case will be carefully assessed by the Principal and will necessarily take into account appropriate documentary evidence, medical or otherwise.  In such a case the decision of the Principal will be final;
2.
Children who have sat a Cognitive Ability Test, as directed by Antrim Grammar School, and been awarded a mean SAS greater than or equal to 105 will be considered before other children.  Special consideration will be given to those children who are transferring from schools outside Northern Ireland and for whom English is not their first language.  In such circumstances an appropriate mean SAS score will be determined using all available information;
3.
Children who have become resident in the Antrim Borough Council area within 
three months of the date of consideration of their application will be considered 
before other children;
4.
Children who have made application before 1st June 2012 will be considered before 
other children;

5.
Applications will be considered in the following order: Year 9, Year 10, Year 11, Year 12. All applications to Years 11 and 12 are conditional upon places being available within classes to support appropriate subject choices;

6.
Children will be ranked on the basis of their present School report (consisting of 20 
marks for attainment, 10 for effort, 10 for disciplinary record and 10 for extra-
curricular contribution);

If there are more applicants with the same score in a particular Year Group than 
there are places available, children will be selected by applying the following criteria 
progressively in the order set down:
I. Children who have a sibling currently attending the school;

II. Children who have the higher mean SAS score;

III. Children who have made application prior to 1st June 2012
IV. The age of the child, preference being given to the eldest child.

If after all the criteria above have been exhausted it becomes necessary to make a final selection, priority will be given to a child whose home is closer to the School.  Distance will be measured in a straight line using an Ordnance Survey web distance measurement tool from the pupil’s home to the front entrance of the School.

Should the Board of Governors determine that a child who has moved into the Antrim Borough Council area after the Admissions process has been concluded, and for whom a suitable curriculum can be provided with existing resources, is suitable for admission, and that our Enrolment Number has been reached, it will seek approval from the Department of Education to admit the child through allocation of an additional place.
ANNEX B

APPLICATION FOR ADMISSION TO A PRIMARY/POST PRIMARY SCHOOL OTHER THAN YEARS 1 AND 8
Child’s Surname: _____________________________
Date of Birth: __________________

Forename(s): _______________________________

Daytime Tel Number: ____________
Present Home Address of Child: ____________________________________________________
_________________________________________

Postcode: _____________________
Change of Address of Child (if different from above): ____________________________________
_________________________________________

Postcode: _____________________
Date of Change of Address (if applicable): ____________________________________________
School Currently Attended: ________________________________________________________
If not attending a school at present give the name of the school previously attended:
_______________________________________ and the date of last attendance______________
Reason for Leaving/Wishing to Leave: ________________________________________________
Current Year Group: ___________________

Seeking Admission to: _________________________________________________School/College

With effect from:

(please tick box(es))
As soon as possible











Start of next term



Start of next school year

Reasons for nominating this school, e.g. parent previously attended the school, nearest controlled school, nearest maintained school, nearest integrated school, sibling at school, special circumstances etc.  It is important that all relevant information is given.
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
I hereby make application for a place for my child in the above-named school and certify that:


a.
the details which I have given are correct;


b.
the address which I have given is the child’s home address.

Signed: __________________________________________
Date: _____________________

            Parent/Guardian
ANTRIM GRAMMAR SCHOOL
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